
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(8 October, 2021 – 27 October, 2021)

5a: Ray Wind update: The CIC is open for new grant applications from charitable as well as local business 
concerns. Anyone wishing to apply for a grant should contact the CIC Administrator, Jo Willis, on either 
admin@raywinfund.co.uk  or 07762 179579 for details.

5b: Road safety in the Parish:  I am waiting for a response to the feedback you provided to NCC for the 
proposals received on road and footpath safety on the main road through the village.  

I have shared with you the notice received from Northumbria Police that the Community Speed Watch is not 
presently open. This conflicts with the message received in a meeting a couple of months ago and I have asked 
for an update from Superintendent Huddleston on the position before CSW volunteers attempt to proceed with 
an application. 

I have shared the six months of data from the camera at Bankfoot that shows the extent of the speeding 
problem in the village. This has been shared with NCC. Meantime I am advised Message Maker are to send a 
contractor to Otterburn to repair / replace the faulty camera at the other end of the village.  

5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: I understand work is progressing well at the Percy’s Cross. There is a 
legacy workshop on 3 November to discuss and agree work beyond the end of Revitalising Redesdale at the 
end of 2022. Meantime the Community Heritage Fund is open for grants up to £2,000 and details can be found 
at the website - https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/ 

You will be asked to give consideration to the interpretation panel proofs I have emailed you from Core Creative.

5d: Solar light near Redewater View houses: I am waiting an update from Richard McKenzie (NCC) on 
confirmed location as well as progress and timescales for installation of the solar light.    

5e: Maintenance of the public toilets in Otterburn: I have shared the email from both Greg Gavin and Geoff 
Cairns regarding the maintenance of the toilets. In the meantime the clearance of the guttering will be 
undertaken when the trees have lost their leaves this winter.    

5f:.Fibre broadband in Otterburn: Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) is due to be present at the December 
meeting to share the various options available to Otterburn residents and businesses to obtain superfast 
broadband. 

5g: Local Otterburn directory map: I have met with a local artist who will be providing possible options for 
consideration including prices to compare to the quote that Cllr Cook spoke about at the October meeting.

5h:.Flower boxes and hanging baskets: Whilst two further flower boxes have been ordered you will be asked 
to consider what, if any, hanging baskets you wish to order. 

5i:.Complaints about the noise from local wedding venues: I have shared the email received on this topic 
and you will be asked what, if any, action you wish to take.

6d: Payment of invoice for £202.00 + VAT to CM Landscape (NE) Ltd for grass cutting: You have already 
given the agreement for this invoice to be paid.

6e:.Payment of invoice to JRB Enterprise Ltd for £45.80 + VAT: You will be asked to confirm the payment 
for the purchase of a new supply of dog waste bags. 

7a: 21NP0071: Retrospective extension to existing decking to create seating and outdoor cinema room: 
Barn Owl lodge, Plot 19, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE191HE: You have already reviewed this application and 
jointly agreed to object the application for various reasons, including noise and light pollution it presents.

8a: Remembrance service and laying of wreath: A wreath has been ordered and you will be asked as to who
will attend the service on 14 November to lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

8b: Christmas tree in Millennium Green: I have spoken to Alan Rutherford (Landmarc) who has agreed to 
provide a tree for the Millennium Green again this year and this is due to be delivered in time for the installation 
on the first weekend of December. Peter Tully has been notified and agreed to coordinate the installation and 
decorating of the tree. I have been in contact with Alison Snaith asking whether she would again kindly provide 
electricity for the decorations.
8c: Trees in the Millennium Green: I have been approached by a resident who lives alongside the Millennium 
Green and has asked if three trees can be cut down that are apparently adversely impacting on his view. This 
includes one cherry and two crab apple trees. I have shared photos of the three trees and you will be asked to 
consider this request. 

8d: Grass cutting alongside the pavement towards the school: I have been in contact with NCC and been 
advised that their current policy is for only one cut a year and that has been undertaken already in 2021. You 
will be asked to consider what, if any, other action you wish to take.
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